of the mountains of Turkmenia, we have isolated a number of terpenoid coumarins: kamolone, farnesiferol B, galbanic acid, kopetdaghin, kopeolin, kopeoside [i] , fekolin, fekalol, ferucrin acetate, nevskin, isosamarkandin, and ferucrin [2] . The presence of these compounds is not typical for the Ovinae Korov. group or for the whole Xeronarthex Korov. section, to which Ferula kopetdaghensis belongs [3] . On the other hand, species close to F. kopetdaghen8is contains esters of aromatic acids with terpenoid alcohols. Certain doubts have therefore arisen in relation to the correctness of the determination of the raw material that has served for the isolation of the above-mentioned coumarins and the necessity for a reinvestigation of an authentic sample of F. kopetdaghensis has become obvious.
The raw material was collected in the Aidere gorge (Kopet Dagh, Turkmen SSR), not far from the classical find site of the species.
A concentrated ethanolic extract from the roots was diluted with water 1:2 and was treated with diethyl ether.
The ethereal extract was shaken successively with 5% solutions of sodium carbonate and caustic soda.
The alkaline extract was acidified with 10% sulfuric acid and the substances were extracted with diethyl ether. The residue after the elimination of the solvent was deposited on a column of KSK silica gel. The substances were eluted with hexane--chloroform (I:I) and then with increasing concentrations of the latter. Thus, the results of our investigations ha~e shown that an authentic sample of Ferula kopetdaghensis contains esters of terpene and sesquiterpene alcohols that are typical for the Xeronarthex section. This forms a chemosystematic confirmation of the position of the species studied within the Ovinae Korov. section of the genus Ferula so far as concerns the results published previously on the terpenoid coumarins of this species, they have not been confirmed in our investigations.
It is likely that previous studies [i, 2] were not carried out on F.
kopetdaghensis but another Ferula species. lo 2.
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